Royce and SNECMA have now agreed to cooperate on engines for the next generation aircraft; to share production facilities for advanced alloys; and, along with other E.C. industry, to produce powder metallurgy for high temperature applications.
The U.S. engine industry consists of nine primary companies.
Unlike Japan and the E.C. which encourage huge consortia and collaborations for research, development, and production; U.S.
engine companies are allowed to collaborate only for research.
To foster competition, U.S. antitrust law prevents domestic collaborations for production. For years the concern has been that the U. The disadvantage of streamlining technology export licensing procedures is that such an initiative could affect "rice bowls" in many government agencies and, hence, may be difficult to achieve without Presidential direction. Also, some of the current system's checks-and-balances between agencies may be forfeited to the detriment of U.S. interests if streamlining is not accomplished properly. The U.S. focus is on studying properties of novel materials and leads in high performance/aerospace material applications.
High performance ceramic composite research and development is a U.S. strength. Also the U.S. is the largest producer and Japan is formidable in material processing technologies and is the world leader in low cost laser production for compact disc players and long distance fiber optic communication systems.
Japan is a major developer of intermetallics and pioneered the use of aluminum automobile engine components. A-4
